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Alberta Education collects information on students’ grade level of achievement to 
supplement provincial achievement test data to have more comprehensive, 
accurate and valid information on student achievement. This data will inform 
program evaluation needs at provincial, jurisdiction and school levels. 


What is Grade Level of Achievement (GLA) Reporting? Under GLA, teachers 
will assess student achievement with a grade that matches the student's 
performance in meeting curriculum outcomes. In simple terms, GLA reporting 
means clear assessment by a child’s teacher in terms that are easily understood 


and used to help determine how well the different programs are working for 
students. 


What is the implementation schedule? All Charter Schools as well as One- 
third of schools with elementary grades and one-third of schools with junior high 
grades, in each Jurisdiction and Francophone Authority, will report Language 

Arts and Mathematics GLA for Grades 1-9 students to Alberta Education by July 
15 2007. 


All Charter Schools as well as all schools with elementary and/or junior high 
grades, in each Jurisdiction and Francophone Authority will report Language Arts 
and Math GLA for Grades 1-9 students to Alberta Education by July 15 2008. 


Should | include all my students in the GLA extract? No, only students in 
Grades 1 through 9 should be included in the extract. 


Files will be rejected by Alberta Education if data does not conform to extract 
requirements. 


Do all students require an Alberta Student Number (ASN)? Yes, a valid ASN 
must be recorded for all students prior to submission to Alberta Education. 
Contact Client Services Help Desk for assistance. 


How will | submit my GLA data? You will validate and submit your GLA data 
using the Edulink program. 


Can a school send a GLA file directly to Alberta Education? No, GLA files 
must be sent from the Authority level only. The GLA file must contain several 
schools under the Authority (one school each for Charter School Authorities) 


How do | create my GLA file? 
The file can be created in two ways: 


1. Importing from your existing student records system: 
If your software vendor (e.g. SIRS, Treviac, Maplewood) has created a GLA 
extract function and you are using an updated version, simply run the GLA 
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extract from your software and import the file into Edulink, The file must be 
validated for errors using Edulink~ prior to sending to Alberta Education. 


2. Manual Entry into Edulink: 
Alternatively, if you use Edulinkm (Beta version) to manually enter your student 
data you can convert an existing SIS file into the GLA format and simply enter 
the GLA data. The file must be validated for errors using Edulinkm prior to 
sending to Alberta Education. 


Please ensure all students in grades EC, 10, 11, 12 have been removed 
prior to submitting your GLA data. 


1. Importing from your existing student records system: 

Firstly, you will enter your GLA data into your student records software. 

Once the data is recorded, you will need to create the GLA file in your student 
records software. You will be prompted to save your GLA extract, take note as to 
where you have saved your file. 


Once the file has been created and saved from your student records software, 
you will need to import your GLA file into Edulink», This is done in the same 
manner as the SIS file. Simply click on the “Import File” button. 


Importing GLA Files: 


To import GLA files to the SIS Active Files window, you will need to be in ‘GLA 
mode’. This can also be accomplished by setting the Import ‘File type’ to GLA. 


From the Active Files window: 
. Click on the Import button. 


. In the ‘Open’ dialogue box, select GLA from the ‘Files of type’ dropdown 
menu. (If already in GLA mode, this will be defaulted) 


. Locate the file and double click or “select and open” the GLA.txt file to be 
imported. 
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Edulink- will add the file to the SIS Active Files window. The naming 
convention will be retained with the exception of the .txt extension. 


File naming is an important element used by Edulink~ to recognize SIS File 
Types. It is the only identifying factor used to differentiate between regular (SIS) 
and ‘GLA mode’. 


| Active Files 


Fle Type ~> [Stucert RegistrationwContirmston Fi >] 


; ____. SUS Active Files 7M GLA mode, (197 Records) _ PEs U i| 
Fite Harme Edulink System Fite tame ‘Creation Date HeedeGLAVaadstion i 


\GLatest C¥regam FlesEdulrkVer? OUserOeleGS239SiS ra 200703021234 (Merch) SS ¥ 
GLA VSO R00 CProgem Files Edulrk Ver? OUserOeteSS2255 nos 7200703002 11 18 AM Gwerch) 7 
GLAMeIORNNS- IIIT C Program Fie Eduirkver? OWserOstelSS?1 SS mob 20070302 11.14 AM (march) 7 | 
GLA Vex02IN+. 0537 CProgtem Fes EduirkvVer? OWserDeleSS2005 mab 2007 0102 11 13 AM (March) i j 
[GLAvessreesa) Program FlesGduinkVer? OUserDalalSe1916IS mab 200703002 17:12 AM (March) 7 | 
|GLAGoVIRO08 C Program Fias'€auinkVer? OUserOmaSS10GIS mab 2007/0302 1-11 AM (March) 
GLACasizeoe CProgram Flas €aunhVer? UuserOeteSisi7GIS mab 2007703002 12.0) AM (March) 
(GLATIEE2007 C.Program Filas\Eduirk Ver? OUserDetalSis24 SiS mab 2007/03/02 07.11 PM (March) 7 

[J cA Ago1 770068 CP regeam Plies Echitrdever?, Ua erlabo ests 6ISkS andes 200723 ONT AM (Fak uisy'sy a 
‘StSteat C Program Fkes\EduirkVer? CWserDetalsis! iS mab 20070293 0203 PM (Februmy) \v 


Vatcsate | view Ext |__sena_ | savers | Cele | etiowe Deters 
fiemae > emceysf i PR tal ln Serial | 


Alberta Education May 2007 3 


ie Manual Entry into Edulink: 
It is possible to manually enter the GLA data directly into Edulink™. 


1. You will use your most current SIS file as the source of the GLA file. 
Remove all students in grades EC, 10, 11 and 12 prior to going into GLA 
Mode. 


. Once you have imported the SIS file into Edulinkm you will need to be in 
‘GLA Mode’. 


3. This can be done by clicking on the Tools Menu. Choose the “Edit/View 
Display” menu. 
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All students in Grades EC, 10 , 11 and 12 must be removed prior to GLA data 
entry. 
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Enter the GLA data by clicking on the “Edit” button. 
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Data can now be entered into the required fields. 


The proper naming format for GLA files begins with GLA followed by 


school/jurisdiction code and the current year. 


The correct naming of the GLA file for the 2006/2007 school year will be: 
GLA#HH2007. 


This is the GLA file for Jurisdiction #### for the school year 2006/2007. 


The #### is a placeholder for Jurisdiction code. Users will replace #### with their 
four digit authority code. 
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Edulnk 6.99.63 
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Once GLA data has been entered for students click on the “done” button and 
proceed to VALIDATE the file for errors. 


Edulink™ has the capability to internally resolve naming conflicts, however there 
may be circumstances when your assistance will be required, 


For example, if you are in ‘GLA mode’ and attempt to open a file starting with 
SIS, Edulink will recognize the discrepancy and prompt you for direction on 
opening the file as SIS or GLA. Once you confirm the action, Edulink» will switch 
you in and out of GLA as required. 


Validating a GLA file: 


All GLA files must be validated prior to submitting your GLA file to Alberta 
Education. Once the GLA file has been imported or the data has been manually 
entered into Edulink™ you are ready to validate the file. 
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Highlight the GLA file and click on “Validate”. A validation log will be presented, 
informing the user what errors, if any, must be resolved prior to submitting to 
Alberta Education. 
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Validation Log: 


zs PeVEETS a 3: Eto 
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The validation log can be sorted by any column header. Simply click on the 
column header and the report will be sorted by that value. 


All REJECTS must be cleared before submitting your data to Alberta Education. 


The file submission must meet the specifications listed below. 


File Specifications: 


1. School Year 

2007 should be recorded for the 2006-2007 school year. Therefore the edit must 
change each year. Since the files are being generated in June/July of the reporting 
year this date should reflect the current year. Field must contain 4 numeric 
characters and cannot be blank. 


2: School Code 

Must contain 4 numeric characters (i.e. 0017). The field cannot be blank and 
school code must exist. The school code also must match its corresponding 
jurisdiction. 
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3. Student Legal Surname 
Field can contain a maximum of 25 characters and cannot be blank. Name should 
match SIS submission. 


4. Student Legal Given Name(s) 
Field can contain a maximum of 25 characters and cannot be blank. 
Name should match SIS submission. 


5. Alberta Student Number 
Must contain 9 numeric characters, ASN must be valid and must not be blank. 
Locate ASN from student information database or Extranet. 


6. Enrolled Grade 

Number between 01 and 09 or 'UG' for un-graded. Must have leading zero ("01” 
not ‘1”) for single digit values. 

Locate grade from student information database. 


Grade level of Achievement data fields must be empty if a 
student has data provided in the IPP data fields (#13-15). 


4. Grade Level of Achievement — Mathematics 
Number between 01 and 12 or 'N1' =not yet 1 or ‘NA’ if not applicable or not 
available. Must have leading zero (“01” not ‘1”) for single digit values. 


8. Grade Level of Achievement -— Science 

Number between 01 and 12 or 'N1' =not yet 1 or ‘NA’ if not applicable or not 
available. Must have leading zero (“01” not ‘1”) for single digit values. 

Not currently required to submit this data in these fields. 


9. Grade Level of Achievement - Social Studies 

Number between 01 and 12 or 'N1' =not yet 1 or ‘NA’ if not applicable or not 
available. Must have leading zero (“01” not ‘1”) for single digit values 

Not currently required to submit this data in these fields. 


10. Grade Level of Achievement - English Language Arts (ELA) 

Number between 01 and 12 or 'N1' =not yet 1 or ‘NA’ if not applicable or not available. 
Must have leading zero (01" not ‘1”) for single digit values. 

The GLA assigned by a teacher reflects a student's level of achievement in ELA by the end 
of the school year. It would be entered for every student who was following a graded 
curriculum and who had been receiving instruction in English that year. It would not be 
entered for students not following a graded curriculum, i.e. on a modified program. It would 
not be entered for students who had been receiving instruction only in French that year. 
The latter is typically true for Francophone and French Immersion students prior to grade 3. 


11. Grade Level of Achievement - French Language Arts (FLA) 

Students enrolled in French as a first language or French Immersion must have a number 
between 01 and 12 or 'N1' =not yet 1 or ‘NA’ if not applicable or not available. Must have 
leading zero (“01" not ‘1”) for single digit values. The GLA assigned by a teacher reflects a 
student's level of achievement in FLA by the end of the school year. It would be entered for 
every student who was following a graded curriculum and who had been receiving 
instruction in French that year. 
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rs Grade in which ELA Introduced 

The data field must have data recorded if GLA- English Language Arts and French 
Language Arts has data recorded. NA is not considered to be data. A number between 01 
and 09* should be entered in this field. The number must have leading zero (“01" not ‘1”). 
The data field must be EMPTY if GLA — English Language Arts or GLA — French Language 
Arts are EMPTY. 

* This value was increased to 09 from 03 in previous file specifications. 

For French as a first language or French Immersion students who have never received 
instruction in English Language Arts (e.g. grade 2 FI students) the field should be blank. 
For students who began receiving instruction in English in Grade 3, and they are in Grade 3 
or a later grade, enter 03, and this value would never change for the student. 


GLA- GLA- | INTRO 
ELA FLA ELA 


Grade in which ELA Introduced: 


Grade 5 French Immersion student, ELA started 
in Grade 2 


—oe | NA | 
alll alt (a 
a ee ae 


IPP data fields must be empty if a student has data provided in the 
Grade level of Achievement data fields (#7-12). 


13; IPP Goals Met - Foundational Skills 
‘A’ = All, 'M' = Most, 'S' = Some, 'N' = None or 'NA' if not applicable or not 
available. 


14, IPP Goals Met - Academic Readiness Skills 
‘A’ = All, 'M' = Most, 'S' = Some, 'N' = None or 'NA' if not applicable or not 
available. 


15; IPP Goals Met - Life Skills 
'A' = All, 'M' = Most, 'S' = Some, 'N' = None or 'NA' if not applicable or not 
available. 
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An example of students attending an English program. (names of students are fictitious) 


eimai 
= ie: 
= ae 
a i 
eset ean 
Ld 
Pe pata ce 
(ea Sekine! 
a ees 
= aa 
= oe 
aa 
i ee 
— eae 
ae Sek 
a ae 


Bex 
povisoess [ove 
20739646 [own [reer for foro [or ua | | oor _| 
fosersese —|canei [sere ow ow ow ow oa | | | _froor 
pocosones gare foe foe os ooo | | | oor _ 
farmsii0 longer seo fos __los o_o os _| | | oor 


06126416 White Abram 05 05 


May 2007 


: Too 


Alberta Education 


Ginger 


| 107226110 
tor ose 
ows an7v190e8s4 + ora 


An example of students on a modified program with an IPP 


Viewing / Editing GLA Files 


‘GLA mode’ defines how Edulink displays and handles data in an SIS File Type. 
Both SIS and GLA files contain the same data, but the ‘mode’ in which you view 
the file determines which data fields are made visible and which remain hidden. 


930538954 Silver 
103612784 Teel 


GLA data fields are only visible in ‘GLA mode’. In regular (SIS) mode, GLA 
fields are hidden. (The reverse also applies) 


All SIS files can be opened in ‘GLA mode’ 


GLA data entry or modifications can be done manually or by using dropdown 
menu selections available in GLA data fields. 


All view and edit functionality available to SIS files apply to GLA files. This 
includes, search, sort, adding records, deleting records, find and replace and 
mass change. 


Printing GLA Files 


Printing in ‘GLA mode’ is available using the Print button from the View/Edit 
windows. The available options, however, are restricted to Creating Adhoc 
Reports only. Labels and standard reports are not available. 


Combining GLA Files 


The process of combining GLA files is accomplished in the same way as with SIS 
files. 
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Saving GLA Files 
To Save an SIS file in GLA format: 


1. First set up ‘GLA mode’. Go to Tools > Edit/View Display Options. 


2. From the Active Files window, select the SIS file you want to save and 
click on the Save button. 


. Inthe ‘Save As’ dialogue window, the ‘Save as Type’ will default to GLA 
and a proper ‘File name’ will be assigned with a .txt extension. 


Berns tet 
Bare | 
Saye in: | C3 UserData | t 


File name: (cazcz02007 txt | 
Save as type: [Grade Level Achievement (GLA”.’) M 


4. In the ‘Save In’ box, navigate to the desired save location. 
5. Click Save. 


To save a file name beginning with GLA: 


1. Repeat the instructions above beginning with Step 2. Edulink will 
automatically recognize ‘GLA mode’. Be sure to select a GLA file rather 
than SIS. 


Sending GLA Files 


GLA files can be sent directly from the SIS Active Files window . Once the file 
has been validated and all rejects have been looked after the file can be sent to 
Alberta Education. 


Click on the SEND button. 
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The warning message reminds users that GLA files will be sent as an “Other File 
Type-OFT”. Just click ok 


Reminder: 
All GLA files need to be validated before the file is sent to Alberta Education. 
(see instructions page 9). 


Files will be rejected by Alberta Education if data does not meet extract 
requirements. 


REMEMBER: 


To get out of ‘GLA mode’, you will need to go to Tools > Edit/View Display 
Options and select View All STUDENT data. 


Where is help available? 

Technical support: 

Client Services Help Desk (780) 427-5318 cshelpdesk@gov.ab.ca 
Edulink support: 

Edulink Project Office (780) 441-6013 support@edulink.ab.ca 


Business related questions: 
Accountability and Reporting: Dr. John Burger, (780) 422-0999 


Field Services, Learning Supports Division: Mr. David Woloshyn, (780) 415-9312 
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Acccuntability and Reporting Division January 2008 


GRADE LEVEL OF ACHIEVEMENT 
-2006-07 PILOT DATA 


engage 


Abera 


ALBERTA EDUCATION CATALOGUING IN PUBLICATION DATA 


Alberta. Alberta Education. Accountability and Reporting Division. 
Grade level of achievement 2006- 07 pilot data. 


ISBN 978-0-7785-6419-5 


1. Educational tests and measurements--Alberta--Handbooks, manuals, etc. 
2. Students--Rating of--Alberta. 3. Academic achievement--Alberta--Testing 


I. Title. 


LB 3058 C2 A333 2008 


For further information, contact 


Accountability and Reporting Division 
9" Floor, Commerce Place 

10155 102 Street 

Edmonton, Alberta T5J 4L5 


Telephone (780) 422-8671 
Toll free in Alberta by dialing 310-0000 
Fax: (780) 422-8345 


Email: SIG@Edc.Gov.ab.ca 


This document is intended primarily for: 
System and School Administrators 

Education Stakeholders 

Alberta Education Executive Team and Managers 


And may be of interest to: 
Teachers 

Parents 

Community Members 
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Copyright © 2008, the Crown in Right of Alberta, as represented by the Minister of 


Education. 


Permission is given by the copyright owner to reproduce this document for educational 


purposes and on a non-profit basis. 
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Executive Summary 


This report conveys the outcomes of a value-added analysis of Grade Level of Achievement 
(GLA) data at the provincial level. GLA data reported to Alberta Education is a teacher’s 
judgment of a students’ academic progress. GLA is based on the learner outcomes in a subject area 
after a course for a specific grade level has been completed and reflects the results from the full range 
of classroom assessments. Given the comprehensiveness of classroom-based assessment, analysis 
of GLA data can provide unique insights into factors that influence student achievement. GLA 
data provides teachers, principals, central office staff and Alberta Education with an additional 
tool to help inform and engage students and parents in the learning process, and to analyze and 
evaluate the achievement of different populations of students to ensure that their learning needs 
are better understood and met. When GLA is reported to parents and receiving teachers this 
information benefits students by supporting accurate and timely communication of achievement 
information as they move from one grade to the next or between schools. 


Alberta Education will use GLA data for program planning. The data is not used as part of the 
Accountability Pillar, The key purpose of reporting GLA is identifying students who are under- 
achieving, asking why and providing solutions both individually and systemically. 


Background 


GLA pilots to demonstrate and build GLA reporting capacity were run in 2003-04 and again 
with a larger set of schools in 2005-06. Detailed analysis of the outcomes of these pilots 
supported the reliability and validity of the initial GLA data collection initiatives (Alberta 
Education, 2005, 2007) and provided support for continuing with the implementation of the GLA 
initiative. 


This report describes the processes and outcomes associated with the 2006-07 Grade Level of 
Achievement (GLA) pilot data collection, data management and data analysis. Results of this 
and previous studies of GLA pilots will inform options for adjusting strategies for provincial 
implementation of the GLA reporting initiative. The current report demonstrates support for the 
four purposes for reporting GLA as defined in the GLA Handbook (Alberta Education, 2006:4), 
specifically: 

e to provide richer information at the system level (both jurisdictional and provincial) to 
inform effective practices to determine the impact of specific programs on student 
learning (e.g., English as a Second Language, special education) and to determine 
processes to further refine these programs; 

e asa catalyst within the school’s professional learning community to focus on individual 
student learning needs and interests; 

e to determine effective practices and strategies to foster higher levels of student 
achievement and confidence; and 

e to contribute to the data or evidence used to report student achievement to 
parents/guardians, fulfilling the school’s responsibility as outlined in the Guide to 
Education: ECS to Grade 12 in the section entitled Assessment as the Basis for 
Communicating Individual Student Achievement. 


Study Limitations 


Reporting of GLA to Alberta Education in 2006-07 was expected by one-third of the Grade 1-9 
schools in the province. This expectation was substantially exceeded with GLA data being 
submitted for the students in 60% of schools. The higher than expected number of students for 
whom GLA has been reported should still be treated with some caution, as there is still the 
potential for sampling bias which must be taken into consideration when reading this report. 


The data used in this report were extracted from the data warehouse at the end of September in 
order to support the timely production of this report. Some GLA data has since been updated in 
the warehouse, that is, reports viewed on the Extranet by jurisdiction personnel may have slight 
variances with the results shown in this report. 


Key Findings from the 2006-07 Analysis 
¢ The degree of jurisdiction participation in the 2006-07 pilot was much higher than expected. 
A participation rate of 33 % was expected; however, the data submitted represents 60% of 


schools. 


¢ The error rate for data submission was low with only 2.2% of the files submitted having 


errors. 


« Compared to the 2005-06 data, the 2006-07 data demonstrates similar results for the total 
cohort and for specific sub-groupings of GLA data. Patterns of data distribution observed in 
2005-06 with 82,000 students were also observed in the 2006-07 data. 

¢ The data analysis demonstrates many interesting relationships. For example: 


° 


The large difference between Math 9 Provincial Achievement Test data and GLA 
data continues to be evident. 

A much higher percentage of students coded as gifted are assessed above grade 
level in Math than in English Language Arts or French Language Arts. 

When comparing foreign-born and Canadian-born students, both groups of 
students perform similarly in Mathematics but in English Language Arts, 
Canadian-born students are at an advantage. 

Although a serendipitous finding, there is a disproportionate ratio of male: female 
severely coded students. There are nearly four times as many males as females 
coded as severely disabled. 

When comparing GLA and PAT data, females outperform males in GLA to a 
statistically significant degree in both subjects in nearly all enrolled grades. The 
reverse is seen on the Math PAT results with males outperforming females to a 
Statistically significant degree. In English Language Arts, females are 
outperforming males on the PATs. 

A greater proportion of high mobility students (i.e. those who have changed 
schools more frequently than other students) have a GLA below their enrolled 
grade level. 


e When cxamining mean GLA compared to enrolled grade, interesting patterns emerge: 


ie) 


Foreign-born and Canadian-born ESL students’ GLA distributions are much 
closer together this year than was seen in the 2005-06 data. 
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° 


Foreign-born ESL students seem to have a GLA on par with their enrolled grade 
in Mathematics up until Grade 5. In English Language Arts the two measures 
diverge as early as Grade 2. 


¢ The age effect’ is apparent in English Language Arts in Grades | through 5. After Grade 5, 
the age effect tapers off and is no longer apparent. This relationship is more pronounced in 
the 2006-07 GLA data than in 2005-06, possibly due to the larger number of students in the 
2006-07 data. 

e There are moderate strength correlations between PATs and GLA (Grades 3, 6 and 9). This 
demonstrates a reasonable degree of concurrent validity of the GLA data. 

e Using GLA and PAT information, GLA can provide important information for students that 
would not otherwise be available for students in grades not tested by PATs. 


How will GLA Information be used? 


e The GLA data is intended for use by Alberta Education, school jurisdictions and schools 
to better inform parents of their child’s progress. 


e Examples of Alberta Education data usage are: 


oO 


° 


To assist in planning improvements to provincial initiatives or programs and for 
curriculum evaluation. 

To conduct further research into understanding how factors such as student 
gender, age, mobility and socio-economic variables influence — student 
achievement and how interventions strategies can mitigate such negative effects. 
This research will be shared with jurisdiction staff to inform local strategies for 
improving student achievement. 


e School jurisdiction and school usage include: 


fe) 


GLA data will help to ensure students and parents know and appreciate the grade 
level of the program of studies that the student has achieved. This information 
can also assist grade or school transitions so that programs are planned based on 
the demonstrated achievement to date. 


Using GLA data as a benchmark, jurisdictions may wish to compare the data in 
school and jurisdiction GLA reports over time or in relationship to provincial 
norms. This can support conversations in professional learning communities 
regarding promising practices that have been demonstrated to improve student 
achievement in specific settings. 


e In addition, GLA data collected by Alberta Education will be available upon request to 
schools as a backup if a student’s record is delayed in transit or lost. This service will 


Age effect is defined as older students in a grade tending to have higher average test scores than the younger students in that 
same grade when measured by the z-score of average PAT results for cach birth month group (Alberta Learning, 2001). 
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help teachers ensure their instruction is geared to the student’s instructional level and will 
help the student’s transition to their new school. 


Next Steps in Implementation 


Current plans call for submission of GLA data in Language Arts and Mathematics by all Grade 
1-9 schools in the province at the end of the 2007-08 school year. Plans are on track for 
receiving this data with zero errors. Production of GLA reports will provide schools and 
jurisdictions with analysis of their GLA data in relationship to their students’ age, gender, 
mobility and a range of socio-economic variable that will assist staff in gaining additional insight 
into how these variables influence their students’ achievement. These reports will be available 
via the Extranet to the submitting schools and jurisdictions by mid-October 2008. The provincial 
report summarizing the 2007-08 GLA data will have a strong focus on how well various 
programs are serving Alberta students. 
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Introduction 


This report describes the processes and outcomes for the 2006-07 Grade Level of Achievement 
(GLA) pilot data collection, data management and data analysis. The report is also intended to 
define the provincial context supporting the four purposes for reporting GLA as defined in the 
GLA Handbook (Alberta Education, 2006:4), specifically: 

e to provide richer information at the system level (both jurisdictional and provincial) to 
inform effective practices to determine the impact of specific programs on student 
learning (e.g., English as a Second Language, special education) and to determine 
processes to further refine these programs; 

e asa catalyst within the school’s professional learning community to focus on individual 
student learning needs and interests; 

e to determine effective practices and strategies to foster higher levels of student 
achievement and confidence; and 

e to contribute to the data or evidence used to report student achievement to 
parents/guardians, fulfilling the school’s responsibility as outlined in the Guide to 
Education: ECS to Grade 12 in the section entitled Assessment as the Basis for 
Communicating Individual Student Achievement. 


Limitations of the Data 
When analyzing the data, the following limitations were noted: 


e In 2006-07, a much bigger sample than expected was submitted that is somewhat 
representative of the full population of Grade 1-9 students, however, some degree of 
sampling bias should be assumed. 


e Generalizations should be considered in relationship to the estimated confidence intervals 
detailed on page 7. 


GLA 2007 Data Collection 


Given that this was still a pilot year, a remarkably low number of data transmission errors 
occurred during this year’s GLA data collection. Of a total of 228,150 GLA records submitted, 
there were 5,023 errors received (2.2%). The following table lists the number of errors by 
jurisdiction and the number of schools affected by these errors. 
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The following list shows the types of errors that occurred as well as the number and percent of 
each type of error. 


Error Type _ Number | Percent _ 
2 


N}OO;N 


Grade English Language Arts Introduced column incorrectly filled in 2,377 47.3% 
for FLA students 


Duplicate record of learner (i.e. two entries for the same person) 


GLA/IPP codes not being exclusive LTS 23.4% 


Incorrect GLA or IPP code | 48] 1.0% | 
ar a) 


8 
Learner’s ASN (Alberta Student Number) not found 


Total 5,023 | 100.0% 


The Edulink software and manual used to transmit GLA data to Alberta Education has been 
upgraded to identify solutions to errors that exist in the data files when they are transmitted to 
Alberta Education. The GLA-Edulink Manual will be revised to require errors be corrected 
before the deadline for GLA data submissions. This step is expected to reduce the error rate to 
0%. 


The individual student records having errors were not included in the 2006-07 data throughout 
this report nor in the school and jurisdiction reports available on the Extranet. School authorities 
were advised of the specific error reports so they could accommodate the error rate in their 
interpretation of the value added GLA reports provided back to the jurisdiction and schools that 
submitted GLA data. A total of 5,023 files were excluded from the data analysis due to errors. 


* In this particular jurisdiction the bulk of the errors occurred in three schools, the remainder of schools had only one 
or two errors per school. 


Adjustments for GLA 2008 Data Collection 


Quality control measures have been built into the Edulink reporting system. In 2007-08, 
jurisdictions submitting files that contain errors will be sent an automated email indicating the 
files containing errors. Files containing errors are to be amended and re-sent via Edulink by July 
7, 2008. 


Description of GLA Data 


A total of 923 schools from 71 authorities submitted useable Grade Level of Achievement data, 
reporting for 220,682 students, 3,380 of whom were not on a graded curriculum. The fields 
collected are as follows: 


All Students: 

e student name (surname and given name), 

e Alberta Student Number, and 

e enrolled grade, (defined as the grade to which the student was assigned) . 


GLA was collected for students on a graded curriculum as defined in the Alberta programs of 
study, in the following fields where applicable: 


e GLA in English Language Arts 

e GLA in French Language Arts - (French as the Language of instruction or Immersion 
students) 

e GLA in Mathematics 

e Grade English Language Arts Introduced 


Grade Level of Achievement in 2006-07 is defined as the grade level expressed as a whole 
number in relationship to the learning outcomes defined in the program of studies that teachers 
judged the student to have achieved at the end of the school year. A GLA Handbook (Alberta 
Education, 2006) was developed and distributed in the 2005-06 school year to facilitate pilot 
school participation in GLA reporting. 


The GLA Handbook encourages teachers to consider GLA assessment in relationship to the full 
range of formative and summative assessment information available to them over the course of 
the school year in making a professional judgment of the student’s grade level of achievement. 


Students not on a graded curriculum also had data submitted. “Not on a Graded Curriculum” 
was meant to indicate that the student’s program was restricted to learning outcomes that were 
significantly different from the provincial curriculum defined in the program of studies and were 
specifically selected to meet the student’s special needs as defined in the Standards for Special 
Education (Alberta Learning, 2004). The information collected was teachers’ ratings of 
students’ learning outcomes in three areas: communication skills, functional skills and academic 
readiness skills. “Communication skills” refer to the development of expressive and/or receptive 
communication. This could be verbal communication and/or alternative modes of 
communication. “Functional skills” refer to skills that would assist the student in developing 


independence in the home, school and community. “Academic readiness skills” refer to skills 
that would prepare the student for learning outcomes in the programs of study. 


Alberta Education staff used the Alberta Student Number to append data fields such as 
Provincial Achievement Test (PAT) results (both raw scores and achievement levels), student 
age, gender, number of school registrations, any additional special needs codes associated with 
the student, and starting date. Individual student identifiers were replaced with a discrete GLA 
data ID, leaving no personal identifiers in the dataset used in producing this report. 


All Charter School Authorities were required to report GLA in Language Arts and Math for all 
students in Grades | to 9. Jurisdictions were required to report GLA in Language Arts and Math 
for a minimum of one third of schools in Grades | to 9. Many jurisdictions reported more than 
one third of schools in the 2006-07 school year. Seventy-one authorities submitted valid GLA 
data in the 2006-07 school year. The table below outlines the number of schools submitting 
GLA data in each jurisdiction. 


Table | - Jurisdictions Reporting GLA 


Jurisdictions Reporting Number of | Number of | Percent of 
Schools Schools Schools 
Reporting 


75.0% 
100.0% 
100.0% 

35.6% 

9 


100.0% 
100.0% 
100.0% 


100.0% 


25.0% 
30.4% 


Grasslands Regional Division No. 6 


Greater North Central Francophone Education Region No. 


Jurisdictions Reporting Number of | Number of | Percent of 
Schools Schools Schools 
0 Reporting 
12 
) oe 
No. 32 
School Socie 
No. 28 


ps 
Greater Southern Public Francophone Education Region 7 
No. 4 


Greater Southern Separate Catholic Francophone 3 
Education Region No. 4 


Holy Spirit Roman Catholic Separate Regional Division 13 
No. 4 


Horizon School Division No. 67 


Lakeland Roman Catholic Separate School District No. 
150 


2 28.6% 


3 100.0% 


35.3% 
71.8% 


84.6% 


100.0% 
- 
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Jurisdictions Reporting Number of | Number of | Percent of 


Schools Schools Schools 
i Reporting 
| St. Paul Education Regional DivisionNo.| | «dG 


St. Thomas Aquinas Roman Catholic Separate Regional 7 2 28.6% 
Division No. 38 


Sturgeon School Division No. 24 
Suzuki Charter School Societ nae) 
a 
| 9 
| 


29 
20 
| Wild Rose School DivisionNo.66 |G 


. Provincially, 60% of all schools submitted GLA data. This table has excluded Parkland School Division that was 
exempted for 2006-07, Moberly Hall Charter school which closed, and Boyle Street Charter school that had no 
grade 1-9 enrolment from the school counts resulting in a higher percentage of schools submitting GLA data. 
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Once GLA data has been entered for students click on the “done” button and 
proceed to VALIDATE the file for errors. 


Edulink has the capability to internally resolve naming conflicts, however there 
may be circumstances when your assistance will be required. 


For example, if you are in ‘GLA mode’ and attempt to open a file starting with 
SIS, Edulinkm will recognize the discrepancy and prompt you for direction on 
opening the file as SIS or GLA. Once you confirm the action, Edulink: will switch 
you in and out of GLA as required. 


Validating a GLA file: 


All GLA files must be validated prior to submitting your GLA file to Alberta 
Education. Once the GLA file has been imported or the data has been manually 
entered into Edulink™ you are ready to validate the file. 


Alberta Education May 2007 


Highlight the GLA file and click on “Validate”. A validation log will be presented, 
informing the user what errors, if any, must be resolved prior to submitting to 
Alberta Education. 


File Type: => fsuudert Registration/Cortemetion Files x 


_SIS Active Files - In GLA mode. (137 Records) _ 


+ 
4, fame ~~ Edulink System File Mame | WeedsGLA Validation 
GLAtest CProgram Files 'EduinkVer? OllseOata\SiS276IS mdb T2007 00302 12:34 PM (March) ae A] 
|GLA30S02006 C. Program Pies EduinkVer? OUserDeta\SIS27GS mdb 2007003/02 11:18 AM (March) i 
(GLA30302006-9111 C.\Program Fies EduinkVer7 OUserData\SiS21'SIS mab 20070302 11:14 AM (March) 
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The validation log can be sorted by any column header, Simply click on the 
column header and the report will be sorted by that value. 


All REJECTS must be cleared before submit:ing your data to Alberta Education. 


The file submission must meet the specifications listed below. 
File Specifications: 


4 School Year 

2007 should be recorded for the 2006-2007 school year. Therefore the edit must 
change each year. Since the files are being generated in June/July of the reporting 
year this date should reflect the current year. Field must contain 4 numeric 
characters and cannot be blank. 


2. School Code 

Must contain 4 numeric characters (i.e. 0017). The field cannot be blank and 
school code must exist. The school code also must match its corresponding 
jurisdiction. 
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3. Student Legal Surname 
Field can contain a maximum of 25 characters and cannot be blank. Name should 
match SIS submission. 


4. Student Legal Given Name(s) 
Field can contain a maximum of 25 characters and cannot be blank. 
Name should match S!IS submission. 


5. Alberta Student Number 
Must contain 9 numeric characters, ASN must be valid and must not be blank. 
Locate ASN from student information database or Extranet. 


6. Enrolled Grade 

Number between 01 and 09 or 'UG' for un-graded. Must have leading zero (“01” 
not '1”) for single digit values. 

Locate grade from student information database. 


Grade level of Achievement data fields must be empty if a 
student has data provided in the IPP data fields (#13-15). 


Fs Grade Level of Achievement — Mathematics 
Number between 01 and 12 or 'N1' =not yet 1 or ‘NA’ if not applicable or not 
available. Must have leading zero (“01” not ‘1”) for single digit values. 


8. Grade Level of Achievement — Science 

Number between 01 and 12 or 'N1' =not yet 1 or ‘NA’ if not applicable or not 
available. Must have leading zero (“01” not ‘1”) for single digit values. 

Not currently required to submit this data in these fields. 


9. Grade Level of Achievement - Social Studies 

Number between 01 and 12 or 'N1' =not yet 1 or ‘NA’ if not applicable or not 
available. Must have leading zero (“01” not ‘1”) for single digit values 

Not currently required to submit this data in these fields. 


10. Grade Level of Achievement - English Language Arts (ELA) 

Number between 01 and 12 or 'N1' =not yet 1 or ‘NA’ if not applicable or not available. 
Must have leading zero (“01" not ‘1") for single digit values. 

The GLA assigned by a teacher reflects a student's level of achievement in ELA by the end 
of the school year. It would be entered for every student who was following a graded 
curriculum and who had been receiving instruction in English that year. It would not be 
entered for students not following a graded curriculum, i.e. on a modified program. It would 
not be entered for students who had been receiving instruction only in French that year. 
The latter is typically true for Francophone and French Immersion students prior to grade 3. 


14. Grade Level of Achievement - French Language Arts (FLA) 

Students enrolled in French as a first language or French Immersion must have a number 
between 01 and 12 or 'N1'=not yet 1 or ‘NA’ if not applicable or not available. Must have 
leading zero (“01” not ‘1”) for single digit values. The GLA assigned by a teacher reflects a 
student's level of achievement in FLA by the end of the school year. It would be entered for 
every student who was following a graded curriculum and who had been receiving 
instruction in French that year. 
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12; Grade in which ELA Introduced 

The data field must have data recorded if GLA- English Language Arts and French 
Language Arts has data recorded. NA is not considered to be data. A number between 01 
and 09* should be entered in this field. The number must have leading zero (“01” not ‘1"). 
The data field must be EMPTY if GLA — English Language Arts or GLA — French Language 
Arts are EMPTY. 

* This value was increased to 09 from 03 in previous file specifications. 

For French as a first language or French Immersion students who have never received 
instruction in English Language Arts (e.g. grade 2 Fl students) the field should be blank. 
For students who began receiving instruction in English in Grade 3, and they are in Grade 3 
or a later grade, enter 03, and this value would never change for the student. 


Grade in which ELA Introduced: 
GLA- GLA- INTRO 
ELA FLA ELA 
Grade 4 student enrolled ELA onl 


Grade 8 student — French Immersion started in 
Grade 7 


—oe_ ft NA} 
RAL2ES 
Grade 2 Francophone student, no ELA yet | WA | OF | 4 
Grade 4 Francophone student, ELA started in 

Grade 3 

Grade 1 French Immersion student,noELAyet | NA | 01 | | 


Grade 5 French Immersion student, ELA started 
in Grade 2 


IPP data fields must be empty if a student has data provided in the 
Grade level of Achievement data fields (#7-12). 


13. IPP Goals Met - Foundational Skills 
‘A’ = All, 'M' = Most, 'S' = Some, 'N' = None or 'NA' if not applicable or not 
available. 


14. IPP Goals Met - Academic Readiness Skills 
‘A’ = All, 'M' = Most, 'S' = Some, 'N' = None or ‘NA’ if not applicable or not 
available. 


15; IPP Goals Met - Life Skills 
‘A’ = All, 'M' = Most, 'S' = Some, 'N'= None or 'NA' if not applicable or not 
available. 
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An example of students attending a Francophone/French Immersion program. 
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Viewing / Editing GLA Files 


‘GLA mode’ defines how Edulink: displays and handles data in an SIS File Type. 
Both SIS and GLA files contain the same data, but the ‘mode’ in which you view 
the file determines which data fields are made visible and which remain hidden. 
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GLA data fields are only visible in ‘GLA mode’. In regular (SIS) mode, GLA 
fields are hidden. (The reverse also applies) 


All SIS files can be opened in ‘GLA mode’ 


GLA data entry or modifications can be done manually or by using dropdown 
menu selections available in GLA data fields. 


All view and edit functionality available to SIS files apply to GLA files. This 
includes, search, sort, adding records, deleting records, find and replace and 
mass change. 


Printing GLA Files 


Printing in ‘GLA mode’ is available using the Print button from the View/Edit 
windows. The available options, however, are restricted to Creating Adhoc 
Reports only. Labels and standard reports are not available. 


Combining GLA Files 


The process of combining GLA files is accomplished in the same way as with SIS 
files. 
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Saving GLA Files 
To Save an SIS file in GLA format: 


1. First set up ‘GLA mode’. Go to Tools > Edit/View Display Options. 


. From the Active Files window, select the SIS file you want to save and 
click on the Save button. 


. In the ‘Save As’ dialogue window, the ‘Save as Type’ will default to GLA 
and a proper ‘File name’ will be assigned with a .txt extension. 


File name: (GLA30202007 tt ’ | 
Save as type: [Grade Level Achievement (GLA*") Y | 


4. In the ‘Save In’ box, navigate to the desired save location. 
5. Click Save. 


To save a file name beginning with GLA: 


1. Repeat the instructions above beginning with Step 2. Edulink will 
automatically recognize ‘GLA mode’. Be sure to select a GLA file rather 
than SIS. 


Sending GLA Files 


GLA files can be sent directly from the SIS Active Files window . Once the file 
has been validated and all rejects have been looked after the file can be sent to 
Alberta Education. 


Click on the SEND button. 
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The warning message reminds users that GLA files will be sent as an “Other File 
Type-OFT”. Just click ok 


Reminder: 


All GLA files need to be validated before the file is sent to Alberta Education. 
(see instructions page 9). 


Files will be rejected by Alberta Education if data does not meet extract 
requirements. 


REMEMBER: 


To get out of ‘GLA mode’, you will need to go to Tools > Edit/View Display 
Options and select View All STUDENT data. 


Where is help available? 

Technical support: 

Client Services Help Desk (780) 427-5318 cshelpdesk@gov.ab.ca 
Edulink support: 

Edulink Project Office (780) 441-6013 support@edulink.ab.ca 
Business related questions: 

Accountability and Reporting: Dr. John Burger, (780) 422-0999 


Field Services, Learning Supports Division: Mr. David Woloshyn, (780) 415-9312 


Alberta Education May 2007 


